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Lately, I have been
reflecting on how the world
gives you what you give it.
This is the message 1 teach
my students in college-level
communications  classes.
The script goes something
like this: blame others and
the blame will be recastback
towards us.  Ultimately,
blaming others takes away
our power because it mvites us to
see ourselves as victims. Once we
have a scapegoat, we have closure.
We no longer need to think about an
answer because we have the answer.
The reason why I am experiencing
distress is because of the other.
Blaming others keeps us stuck and
works to maintain the status quo. It
1s all so easy and seductive.

Teaching this topic reminds
me of how I fall short in my own
life. As I drove to class last week,
[ carried the story of a man who
approached me and my sons at
church. He asked, in front of my
son, “Will he ever get better?” I
answered that he 1s always getting
better but inside I was angry and I
blamed him. Shortly thereafter, I
was teaching a class and a student
said: “Sometimes the mother drinks
or smokes while pregnant and as a
result, the child has disabilities.” 1
spoke about how our assumptions
shape what it 1s we see but nside, |
bristled. Latter that day, 1t became
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very clear to me. [ had blamed
the man in church and almost
immediately, I was being blamed. |
oot what [ gave.

As 1 reflected on my
student’s comment, [ began to
understand. I can see that we
maintain this mythology because
we want to believe that 1f we do
everything right, we will be sate. It
1s too unsettling to know what most
parents of children with disabilities
know. Sometimes things go wrong
even if I do everything right. T do
not know why my son has cerebral
palsy and the reason for his
disability may go far beyond that
which is understandable.

Like a good bookkeeper,
[ carry with me all of the
thoughtless comments offered to
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us about Andreas said 1In

his presence. A huge part

of parenting a child with a

disability 1s learning how to

respond to these comments
with grace. [ have 1In my

mind the model of how I

would like to respond. The

examples come from my

students. One returning

adult student told a story
about taking her four-year old son
to the pediatrician’s office. While
they were in the waiting room, an
African American woman came 1n
holding a newborn. My student’s
son, in loud voice, said: “Look
mom. | didi’t know that babies
come in chocolate!” The mother
of the infant smiled and said thank
yOUL. |

The other story comes from
a current student of mine, Shylove.
Shylove i1s working as a geriatric
nurse and she is from Haiti. She
told the story of coming into a
patient’s room only to be told by
the elderly woman: “I do not want
a Negro taking care of me.” My
student responded: I am happy to
be a Negro; I am also happy to take
care of you.” Since that day, the
woman requests that only Shylove
take care of her.

Both women had the grace to
take a potentially explosive situation
and diffuse the tension. Insteac
of reacting with anger and hatred.




It's time to take the
cruise vacation you've
always dreamed about!

. We're here to help.

Cruising is a wonderful way to get away from
the daily grind, relax, and have fun!

We'll work with you and the cruise lines to
ensure your special needs are addressed. We
can accommodate any size group. Yes, you
can bring your family and friends!

Best of all, we do not charge extra for our
services! Give us a call today!
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with special needs take their
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they chose to respond with love.
In Shylove’s case, she even used the

woman’s language—language that summer:
was not her own. In the example of cam p r-*

the mother with the infant, I admire
the model I imagine her to be for
her child. For your sake, my sake

and for my children’s sake, I hope WHO SAYS CHILDREN éfﬁti\ “HAVE
that I can remember both women FUN AND WORK ON IEP GOALS?I = = =

and choose to take the high road.
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communications at Nassau with Cerebral Palsy, and other disabilities.
Community College and the

mother of six year old twin boys, Space is limited to only 5 kids per week.
Andreas and Zachary. Don't delay - register today!

Twinsburg, OH  (330) 405-8776
www.SMILESummerCamp.com
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